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alism to be the doctrine most adequately representing the relation of the self 
to the environment. The environment is interpreted as civilization (p. 74), 
and is regarded as social and therefore moral (p. 113). The ideal or purpose 
of education is self-realization or human perfection (p. 115). 

The general plan of the book as an 'outline' imposes restrictions upon it 
which make review particularly difficult. The statement of principles is 
often so brief and compact as to leave the impression of vagueness, and it is 
with one or two instances of this kind that this notice is concerned. In the 
first place, after recognizing the theoretical integrity of the self, it is question- 
able whether the author can consistently hold to the doctrine of the functional 
nature of mind, in the sense of that doctrine as accepted by pragmatism. As 
generally accepted by this view, mind is constitutively determined as a function: 
the description of a certain peculiar function is the definition of mind. Mind 
is a function or relation of certain organic or other processes to a certain other 
complication of processes represented as an end or purpose, and this end is 
objectified and the relation realized when the two terms are brought to ad- 
justment. But in this view there is no place for a self regarded as conserved 
or developed by adjustment to an environment recognizable apart from the 
self. The relation or 'function' between the two absorbs them as terms, so 
that the possibility of distinction is precluded. The self and the environment 
are 'organic' to, and lost to distinction in, the homogeneity of the 'social.' 
Professor MacVannel's good will to pragmatism has not therefore been able 
to free itself from his idealistic presuppositions, to say nothing of the neighbor- 
liness which it bears to modern realism. That his doctrine is better than the 
name he gives it, is evident in what he finds as the ideal or end of education, 
viz., self-realization or human perfection. The realization of the self would 
hardly be intelligible if the realized self were nothing more than the self ad- 
justed to the totality of past self knowledge, or to the whole of man's con- 
sciousness of the world, as environment (p. 74). In such an equation one term 
or the other falls out and adjustment loses its distinctive character. 

Professor MacVannel's book quite satisfactorily serves the end for which it 
was written. Exhaustiveness in this line would involve an adaptation of the 
whole of the history of philosophy, for it is here that we have a record of the 
development of the conscious life. The author has remained close to that 
history in its larger strides, and this fact makes it the more surprising that he 
should have accepted a point of view based on a category that is biological or 
at best psychological. 

E. Jordan. 
Cornell University. 
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